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Inversion in Conditionals

Using subject-verb inversion, rewrite the sentences without changing the meaning of the
sentences printed before them.
Example:
If you were to interview the Prime Minister, what would you ask?
Were you to interview the Prime Minister, what would you ask?
1. If I had known how difficult the job was going to be, I would never have accepted it.
...................................................................................................................................
2. If the river floods, a lot of people will have to be evacuated.
...................................................................................................................................
3. If he were elected Prime Minister, would he do a better job than his predecessor?
...................................................................................................................................
4. If she had known how troublesome the boy would be, she would never have agreed to
look after him.
...................................................................................................................................
5. If you don’t tell the truth, people will not trust you.
...................................................................................................................................
6. If he decides to leave his wife, what will he do with his children?
...................................................................................................................................
7. If I had been told you were coming, I would have picked you up at the airport.
...................................................................................................................................
8. If you were sent to Italy to work, would you accept the job?
...................................................................................................................................
9. If he has the right qualifications, I am sure they will offer him the job.
...................................................................................................................................
10. If she had set out early, she wouldn’t have been caught in the traffic jam.
...................................................................................................................................
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Inversion in Conditionals

Using subject-verb inversion, rewrite the sentences without changing the meaning of the
sentences printed before them.
Example:
If you were to interview the Prime Minister, what would you ask?
Were you to interview the Prime Minister, what would you ask?
1. If I had known how difficult the job was going to be, I would never have accepted it.
Had I known how difficult the job was going to be, I would never have accepted it.
2. If the river floods, a lot of people will have to be evacuated.
Should the river flood, a lot of people will have to be evacuated.
3. If he were elected Prime Minister, would he do a better job than his predecessor?
Were he to be elected Prime Minister, would he do a better job than his predecessor?
4. If she had known how troublesome the boy would be, she would never have agreed to
look after him.
Had she known how troublesome the boy would be, she would never have agreed to
look after him.
5. If you don’t tell the truth, people will not trust you.
Should you not tell the truth, people will not trust you.
6. If he decides to leave his wife, what will he do with his children?
Should he decide to leave his wife, what will he do with his children?
7. If I had been told you were coming, I would have picked you up at the airport.
Had I been told you were coming, I would have picked you up at the airport.
8. If you were sent to Italy to work, would you accept the job?
Were you to be sent to Italy to work, would you accept the job?
9. If he has the right qualifications, I am sure they will offer him the job.
Should he have the right qualifications, I am sure they will offer him the job.
10. If she had set out early, she wouldn’t have been caught in the traffic jam.
Had she set out early, she wouldn’t have been caught in the traffic jam.
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